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DEMOCRACY

• From Greek dēmokratia, from dēmos + -

kratia: government by the people ;

• especially: rule of the majority

• a government in which the supreme power 
is vested in the people and exercised by 
them directly or indirectly through a system 
of representation usually involving 
periodically held free

• (Retrieved May 24, 2009, from http://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/democracy)
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Democracy –
Taiwan Parliament
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Democracy –
Ukraine Parliament
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Democracy – Alabama Senat
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Spreading the Democracy 
as Top Business
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ANARCHY
• From Greek, from anarchos having no ruler, 

from an- + archos ruler 

• absence of government

• a state of lawlessness or political disorder due 
to the absence of governmental authority

• a utopian society of individuals who enjoy 
complete freedom without government

• absence of any authority or established order
• Retrieved May 24, 2009, from http://www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/anarchy 
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Anarchy
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Anarchy in L.A. Part 1
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Anarchy in L.A. Part 2
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Anarchy in Greece
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Jesus Christ as Group Member?
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Facebook 60000 = Zagreb 600

ITJ 14, Dubrovnik 2009   E-Democracy is no more than E-Anarchy   

dorde@unidu.hr



Santa Maria or Clint Eastwood or…
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Dubrovnik students’ protest, 
Vecernji list
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Dubrovnik students’ protest, 
Vecernji list
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Dubrovnik students’ blogs about 
students’ rights
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Dubrovnik students’ blogs 
about students’ rights
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Besker on espionage
scandal in DT
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Besker on espionage
scandal in DT
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Internet as tool for revenge
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Photoshop, fliers and Internet  as 
discrimination method 
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RESEARCH: Are you honest and sincere when 
answering web based questionnaires?

(Sample: 300 students)
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RESEARCH: On your favorite web forum you 
introduce yourself with: 
(Sample: 300 students) 
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RESEARCH: Why do you use several nicknames 

on the same forum?
(Sample: 131 students) 

0

10

20

30

40

50

To support my 

opinion better

To deceive 

other forum 

participants

To express my 

different 

attitudes

I don't know

31 35 22 43
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RESEARCH: Would you express same attitudes 
on forums and blogs if you would be signed with 

your real name and last name?
(Sample: 278 students)
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RESEARCH: What are your Facebook friends 

to you in your real life?
(Sample: 300 students)

0

50

100

150

200

All of them 

are my friends

Most of them 

are my friends

Minority of 

them are my 

friends

Few of them 

are my 

enemies

64 169 41 26
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RESEARCH: Why do you accept people who 
are not your real friends as Facebook 
friends? (Sample: 236 students)
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RESEARCH: Why do you join Facebook 
groups? (Sample: 300 students)
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RESEARCH: If you joined a Facebook group 
supporting a political party / option, did you vote 

for it in real life:
(Sample: 212 students)
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CONCLUSION

• Direct, non-representative democracy 
as a system of government was possible 
only in communities with small number 
of members. 

• Small communities still have the 
opportunity to have direct democracy. 
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CONCLUSION

• Representative democracy was conditioned 
by growth of communities in terms of area 
and numbers and in that form it prevails in 
the world today. 

• It is not ideal because there is always a 
minority, elected by the majority, which 
governs the whole society. 
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CONCLUSION

• Anarchy often comes up in theory as a 
potential authority solution, but in practice 
it brings only deterioration of previously 
existing values and social relationships. 

• Anarchistic principle of letting everyone do 
whatever pleases him/her, even if it harms 
others, can’t breed more human 
relationships or a wealthier society. 
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CONCLUSION

• Virtual world isn’t real and the community 
consists not only of individuals existing in 
real life, but also of:

their alter egos;

artificially created personalities;

bots, who act as real individuals despite 
they are just computer programs.
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CONCLUSION

• In great majority protected by anonymity, 
these individuals don’t mind to harm others, 
in virtual and also in the real world by 
naming them. 

• They don’t obey the principle of freedom 
which states that freedom of one stops 
when it starts harming other individuals so 
on current level of development E-
democracy is just a wrongly used term for 
E-anarchy. 
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E-Democracy is no more than E-Anarchy
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